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READER: 


LBEIT that all Chriſtians who now 
A inhabite the world beleeue in God, be- 
lecue in leſus Chtiſt, beleeue the holy 
ſcriptures, yet they be ſeueted into two 
parts. The one doubteth not to teceiue 
5 the ſence oſ the ſacted text as the Church 
doth propound & teach, & heereto they confotmo 
thei: faith: And theſe be calde Catholiques. The other 


ray ſuppoſing the authoritie of the Church co be falli- 


le & obnoxious to errors, teacheth that ech Chriſtian 
may, yea ought in mattet concerning faith cenſure the 
doctrine of the whole church by che ſacred ſcriptutes, 
& ſo either recciue or refuſe the "am & theſe, euet vero 
& arc now at this preſent, branded with the name of he- 
teticks. 
whicherror in regard that many learned diuines haue 
clearlic confuted and confounded both by the authori- 
tie of ſacted Scriptures as alſo by that of councels, fathers |, 
& other arguments tendiug to the purpoſe ; I intend 
not in ſucha ſence to debate this queſtion , but only to 
note & ſett doune what abſurdities doe neceſſarilie en- 
ſew the ſaid rule ot beleefe which misbeleeuing Chtiſtiãs 
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med before mee, yet (if I be not miſtaken) no one, hath 
on ſett purpoſe treated of the ſame; Therefore-I deeme 
not my labour ill ſpent (though otherwiſe buſied in af- 
faites of imporrance ) to imparte tyme to this worke 
which I vill doe in as few wards as may be; And this 
(as all things els ) for the honour & glorie of our Sa- 
uiour Chriſt & his moſt holic mothet, to whom (not vn- 
mindfull of cheir benefitts) I haue vowed, whatſocuerT 
ſett downe in writinge, though neare ſomeane & ſmall, 
Fare well freindly reader & recommend mee in thy 
prayres to God. 


APPROBATIO. 


T Ractatus iſte, de regula fidei, ſcriptus primo Latinè à ve- 

nerabili viro, P. Valetiano Magni Mediolaneaſi, Ordinis 
Sancti, Capucinorum, & in idioma Anglicanum fideliter tranſla- 
tus, nihil habet à fide, boniſque motibus diſſonum, ſed digniſſi- 
mus eſt qui typis edatur ad inſticurionem corum , qui diligunt 
viam veritatis, 1 ſaluo ſemper ſuperiorum iudicio cenſebam. 
lo, Iunij. 1634. | 


- 


F. Leander de S. Martino Sacre Theologie Do- 
for,Congregationis Angliæ Benediddinorus Pre- 
ſes Generdis, & lingue Sancte in Academie 

Duac ena Regius Profeſſor. | 


their faith there-ypon; which how beit many haue perfor- 
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THE FIRST CHAPTER. 


T be queſtion is propounded about the 
rule of beleefe. 


VE is an inſtrument according to which 
thoſe that draw lines doe — draw 
| the ſtraighte. which tranſlated to Religion, 
yt is tetmed the rule of beleefe, which chri- 
ſtians following can not ert in Matters of 
* beleefe. And from this controuerfic about 
4 CH the rule of beleefe all othet conttouetſies 
n= — concerning matter of faith, which ate be- 
tvene catholique & not catholiques, ſeeme to be deriuede, which 
il it were but once velle agreed vpõ, all chriſtians might be recon- 
ciled rogeather, & vnited in one true faith, for all Chriſtians as well 
cathdliques as not Catholiques,though in many pointes they diſa- 
fre ech other, yet in ſome they alſo agtee, euen in this matter 
it ſelf about the rule of beleefe,which I will by order ſett doune. 
Firſt, all doe iointly affitme that the written word of God isrrue 
& infallible. 
2, That who ſo propoundeth any doctrine contrary to the ſa - 
cred ſcriptures, is in no wiſe to be credited, be he man or Angell, 
& Paul, or S. Gabriel. 
3. That all and ech one, is vndoubtedly to bee beleeued in mattet 


ol faith, if his docttine diſagree not from the word of God. 


4+ That no man (be he who he vill) can attaine to the true ſence 


of ſacred writr,except he be inwardly cnlightaed & taught by 4 


de holy ghoſt, 
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wardly enlightned & taught by the holy Ghoſt. 
Seeing = that not only Catholiques but allo all ſortes of 
Chriſtians of thoſe that be no Catholiques, conſpire in the verti- 
tie of theſe, . propoſitions, nor is there any one of ſo (elf an opi 
nion that can call the ſame in doubt: It teſteth we diſcuſſ who. 
me among all theſe the holy goſt doth certainlie & infallibly af 
ſiſt, that theyett not in the expounding of the true ſence of the 
ſacred ſcripture, 
There berwo opinions of Chtiſlians now adayes thar ſtriue 
about this queſtion . | 
The one is of thoſe who certainly & without doubt doe be- 
lee ue that the church doth propound vnto the Chriſtian vot- 
Id the true ſence of the ſacred ſcripture : & theſe that doe thus 
belecue, be caled Catholiques The other is of thoſe ſects of Chri- 
ſtians ech one of which doth à part & ſepatatly by himfelf con- 
ſult the holy ghoſt out of the ſcriptures, & ſo ceniure what 
doctrine doth in matter of faith conſent to the word of 
God, and what doth diflent from it: & theſe arc and euet were tet- 
med & held of Catholiques for hereticks, And of theſe ſorts of 
Chriſtians there are at this preſent ſundiy ſorts wherof the chie- 
fe are Lutherans, Calueniſts, Proteſtants, Anabapriſts &c. all 
which be againe ſubdivided & minced into many pettie ſects 
whole names for breuitic ſake 1 omit; But for as much as all theſe 
forenamed Chriſtians conſent in this opinion that they make 
it the tule of their faith ro conſult the holy ghoſt out of the 
bible conſiſting cf the old & the new teſtament wee will hete- 
after to include them all,grace them with the title of Bibliſts, 
The Catholiques diſtinguish the church into two parts, whet- 
of the one, conteineth paſiors, & the other sheepe, They, be 
| termed Bishops, theſc,al other fairhfull beleeuets. 
* The iuriſdictjons of Bishops in the Catholique church, ae 
ſubordinated, fofynanie Bishops be vnder one Archbishop; mas 
3 1 0 * Archbis hops vnder one pairiarch, among whome 1 Biſ- 
AS. * Hop of Roome beareth the primacie, & al theſe may be conf 
ed either ech one apart, or altogether as they be lawfully 
©. allemblcd in à generall councell, But à genetall councell is con- 
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5. No man can diſagree from the word of Cod if he be in- 


fo $4 confirmed oc not conficmed by the Bizhop of RO 
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This then is the ſentence of al Catholiquet, That the RW 
Roome together with à genetall councell, or a generall coun« 


f cell conficmed by the Bichop of Roome, hathrwo prerogatiues, 
- The ficſt is, that the holy gol doth infallibly Ad che lame, in 
- ſomuch that it is impoſſible that it diſſent from the ſacted ſeri 
Jo ptures in deciding & propounding doctrine of beleefe. The 
{- other is, that the (aid generall councell haue received 3 ſu- 
* eme authotitie from leſus Chriſt to teach in his church, & con · 
E gently to excommunicate & anathematize as heteticks, all and 
ue — of thoſe, who in mattets aperteining to faith shall dare to 
denie or call in doubt any of the decrees of the ſaid gene- 
e- tall councell which concerne faith, 
or- But, is it to be noted, that when 4 generall councell conſul. 
18 teth the holy ghoſt about the crue ſence of (acred ſetipture, it 
Ih doth not only cite to the (aid councell, all Bishops, Archbif- 
dg» hops, Patriarcks, but alſo the Embaſſadores of Chriſtian Princes 
hat & many rymes cuen kings & Emperors themſelues, alſo they 
| of call cherroe che leatnedit Diuines that be exrant at that tyme 
ter. Þ} inthe Chriſtian world: & yf any maſters of herefie bee liuin — 
1s of Þ have free permiſsion to come: And When al theſe be thus al- 
hie- fembled in the name of Chriſt, they proclame publique faſts & 
I praires to be held, not only in the generall councell u ſelf, bat 
lets f allo throughout all the Chriſtian world, to the end that the 
hiſs | whole church ioyntly rogether may implore the aſſiſtance of. 
nake Þ} the holic ghoſt in a matter ſo important. Then they begin 
F the | © propoend the difficulties which be in debate about the ſence 
het&- Þ of the ſacred text; ech one hath free libertie to ſpeake & diſpy- 
dus. , not only Bishops bur alſo diuines of inferior qualitie, c not 
yhet- | only Catholiques, but alſo hereticks may propound their opi- 
„de non & freely conttouett the ſame: All which diuerſitie of ſen- 
ences be thtoughly diſcuſſed, not in 3 confuſed manner, bur ar 
b., Þlifure & in many ſeſſions, & no ſmale ſpace oftime, while all 
„ m- e whole ſenate of Chriſtian princes or their legats be pre- 
ie 5 behoulding all, & conſenting to what paſſeth. Laſtly after 
0 Nong inquiſition made when the fathers of the councell & the 
wfolly op of Roome doe vniformely conſent & ſubſcribe to ſuch 


— | * intimated to the vniuerſall church & the whole 


ſuch articles in mattet of faith, the faid decrees be ow 
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ſtian world; & all & ech of thoſe who dare to denie or call 
in doubt the ſame be anathematized, beethey kings or Emperors: 
which being once done euen thoſe fathers of the councell be 
obliged vader the paine of an anatheme to admitt thoſe de- 
crees concerning faith, neirher is itlawfull for any man to call 
in queſtion the lame, no not the pope himfelf. And this autho - 
ritie of the church, as it is ſett doune, all Catholiques doe cer- 

tainlie beleeue to be infallible & the truc rule of beleefe; when- 


| 
ce it commeth that this is 4 common propoſition among Ca- 
tholiques beleeue al that which the holy mot her church beleeurth. Bur 0 
now let vs ſee how Bibliſts ſquare their rule of beleeſe. c 
They graunt indeed that there were neuer wanting in any h 
e of the church ſome few among Chriſtians who by the * 
kane of the holy ghoſt did gather out of the ſeriptures the d 
true & ſinceate docttine of Chriſt, & theſe made the church, th 
(ay they) in cuery age, hence they deduce & acknowledg that re: 
the true church of Chriſt cannot ett in faith: neuertheles it th 
neuer was or will be, that this true church of the bibliſts euer th. 
made or will make any decree concerning matter of faith, & He 
therfore the church was neuer aſſembled in any generall councell He 
to which it appetteined to diſcerne infalliby & decide without tie 
error, which is the true docttine of Chriſt, which all other Chri- per 
ſtians ate vndoubredly to hould & profeſſ withour any farther gh, 
inquiſition: And vpon this maxime of theirs, they doe moſt con- bac 
ſtantly auouch that all Chriſtians, whether conſideted aſundet Prot 
or as aſſembled in a generall councell, may be forſaken ofthe fan 
holy ghoſt & diſagree from the ſcripture in doctrine of faith, be p 
& io conſequently ert in faith, yet this withall, they aledg that fog 
none can be abandoned of the holy ghoſt in examining & lace 
judging gf docttines of faith out of their Bible, if he as he oughe a Py 
ro | = uoutly inuoke the grace of the holy ghoſt. bun 
Now they (ſay the Bibliſts) who be inwardly enlightned & iſſes, 
taught by the holy ghoſt, doe certainly & infallibly gather & Ti 
> know the ſame, by certaine inward peculiar motions, by which ¶ to be 
their mindes be ſtitred vp by the holy ghoſt, in reſpeR that he bly d 
-witneſſerh totheir ſpirit that they be the children of God, whoſe 
| arment doth teach them all truth; yet herein the 


liſts doc deale ſomewhat modeſtlie zin chat, though illumi- 
rr | nated . 


£ 
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are & taught by God they thinke themſelues to haue no right 

nor iuriſdiction co oblige other Chriſtians to accept that there 

doctrine which out of the bible ech one of them iudge th to be 
true by inſpiration of the holie ghoſt, albeit in his hatt he dam- 
-neth & condemneth al other doctrines which doth diſagree 
from that doctt ine of his, which he ſutmiſeth to be only con- 
forme to holie write, The reaſon he aſſigneth is this; That 
no man is to be truſted in matter of faith, ſeing that euety 
man may-err, but if ſome one chance not to err, this pro- 
cedeth of an inward »fbſtance of the holie ghoſt, & is not 
conſpicuous to any one ſaue to him that hath it, neither 
can any man certainly affirme this or that man to be inward- 
ly illuminated & taught by the holie ghoſt ſaue he only 
who recciueth that grace. Therfore if 4 Bibliſt be demaun- 
ded wherfore he © that ImHesvs oF NAZARETH is 


the ſonne of God? He will anſwer . Becauſe that God hath 
revealed it; Whence haſt thou this ? He will anſwer ? Out of 
the bible. How knoweſt thow that this is the ſence of 
the bible? He will anſwer. The holy ghoſt taught me fo. 
How knoveſttho v that hewho taught ihe, was the holy ghoſt?” 


He will an(wer. My conſcience witneſſeth ſo much. I know ve- 
tie vel that the annoimmens & illuſtration *which I inwardly 
per ceiue in my mind is 4 (upernatura/l operation of the ho lie 
ghoſt. Thus reply thoſe bibliſts who as yet rereine ſome — & 
thadow of faith. Vet there be vetie many efpecialy Lutherans & 
Proteſtants that dare condemne no beleefe, though they ' con- 
ſantly beleeue that there is no Purgatorie & that ſaints be not to 
de pray ed vnto &c. And know the lame by theholy ghoſt vitneſ- 
ling it vnto t heit conſciences our of the bible, yet they 
dare not attach thoſe of error who certainlic afſitme that their is 
a Purgatory & that ſaints be to be praid vnto &c, Theſe the 
ſounder ſort of bibliſts repute as woodcucks & bloc heddish 
aſſes, & ſo I paſſe them. 

The queſtion then which weeare to diſcuſſ is in this manner 
tobepropounded, whether the holie gboſt doth rather infalli- 
| bly decide the true docttine of faith from that which is falſe by 
generall councells lawfully aſſembled expounding N 

| wes: B or 
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or els by eche Chtiſtian a part,caling vpon & conſultinge the holy - 
ghoſt out of his bib le. 
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THE SECOND CHAPTER. 
The opinion of the Bibliſts is propounded and ſeuered 


into certaine propoſitions. 


M meaning is not in this treatiſe to define this queſtion 
about the rule of beleefe, but only ro deduce cerraine con- 
ſequences neceſfarilie enſewing on the opinion of the Bibliſts, 
whoſe abſurditie and inſufticiencie being perceived we may 
iudg what manner of religion they haue ſo weakely founded: & 
to what impoſſibilities they be bound by the beleefe of their ſect, 
for as touching the Carholique rule of beleefe, I will make no 
mention of the ſame, it beeing held of no valuation by the bibliſts. 

But to the end the conſequences I am to deduce out of the an. 
tecedents of the bibliſts, may be more evident; I will ſett downe 
thoſe antecedents deuided into theſe ſubſequent propoſitions, 
that it may manifeſtly appeate to the vew of cuery bibliſts eie, how 
ſinceatlie & purely treate the queſtion, 


| Propoſitions. 
4 


LI Chriſtians in generall & patticular may err in faith, 

All councells yea the paſtors of the whole church of Chriſt 
aſſembled in a generall councell & approucd by the bishop of 
Roome may err in their decrees about faith. 


holie 


as a x - $<<_ 


3. Ech Chriſtian if he call vpon the holy ghoſt as he ought ap} 
to doe, m Mexamin the doctrine of all men whom ſoeuet with- * 
out error, confronteing the ſame with the [criptures, & ſo cen- far: 
: ſure of himſelf whether the ſaid docttine of what ſocuer men, nal 
euen of generall councells doe agree with the bible or diſagte 
from it, & then accept ot teiect the ſame. 
\ 4. There is no other way to know for certain which is the truth A 
in matter of faith then by the meanes of praire to conſult the * 


hbolie ghoſt our of the bible. 

But in all the ſubſequent conſequences which are to be dedu- 
ced out of theſe propoſitions of the bibliſts, we require that they 
graunt vs this one aſſertion to witt. 

5- That Chriſtian faith excludeth all doubrs and is certaine & 
infallible. 

But wee are heere to note by the wayzthat the bibliſts are vont 
| to moderate the firſt propobrtions, for they affirme, that none 
cann err in faith if he agree with the ſacred ſeripture: alſo, 
that none can diſagree from the ſacred ſcriptute, if the holy 

hoſt doe aſſiſt him; they auett moreouer that none can be 
* Forſaken by the holy ghoſt, if he call vpon him as he ought to 
0 doe, but fot as much as they auouch that it may fall out, that 

| 


ls, ſome one may not cal ypon the holy ghoſt as he ought to doe, 
ay conſequently it may follow that all & ech one may be aban- 
A doned of the holy ghoſt & ſo alſo conſequently diſagree from 
* the bible, & ert in faith. 

No 

ts. 
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* THE THIRD CHAPTER, 
1 Neceßarie conſequences deduced out of the precedent 
propoſitions, out of which it is euident What 4 


. | taſ he ech bibliſt is tied Vnto. 

rift 

of 8155 then that this is a bibliſt taſke to conſult the holy 
ghoſt out of the ſcriptures, fot cenſuting of docttines which 

zht apperteine to faith, yt makes much to the putpoſe to ſet doune 

th- how greate a charge this is which they take vpon thq & how 

n- fart it extendeth, leſt in ſo waightie a bulines as is this of etet- 

en, nall ſaluation, inconſideration plunge them into petdition. 

gre T be firſt conſequence ; 

Fi A LI Chriſtians & genetall councels may err in faith, Ther- 

the fore no Chriſtian ought in matter of faith ro beleeue any 


man or councell. 


B : Prog, 


114 
Proofe: 


2 conſequence proue thus. Becauſe true & eertaine faith 
ought to leaue it ſelf on an infallible authoritie, but the 


authoritie of all men & councells is ſuppoſed by the bibliſts to 


be ſubiect ro errors. Therfore in this caſe no men ought to be 
beleeued. Nor doth it cutt the ſine ves of the conſequence to 
reply, That men & generalls councel bee to be beleeued fo fat 
as their docttine doth concord to the ſcriptutes, for ſeing 
that they may alſo 1 from the ſame, the caſe becommeth 


doubtfull & then the holy ghoſt is to be conſulted out of the 
Bible tothe ende we may certainlie know, whether theyagtee to 


the ward of God or diſagte from the ſame; for, that this do- 
Arine conſenteth to the bible or diſſenteth from it, appertel- 
neth not to the credence of men bur to the holy ghoſt in- 
wardly teaching vs out of the bible what wee are to beleeue. 


The Second conſequence. 


Here is no other meanes for cettainlie to know which is the 


truth in matter of faith, then by way of deuout prayres to 
conſult the holy ghoſt .our-of the bible. Therfore no Chriſtian 
can beleeue the articles of faith except by a ſpecial praire he firſt 
conſulr the holie ghoſt out of the bible, whether thoſe articles 
of faith be conforme to the ſame or no? 


Proofe. 


1 conſequence is cleete, becauſe the docttine of all Chti 
ſtians about matters of faith, be they con ſideted ſeucrall ot 
aſſembled, can not be iudiged to be either true ot falſe if praire 
be not firſt made to contale the holy ghoſt out of the bible, 
neithet doth the holie ghoſt otherwile reach Chriſtians the ttuth, 
ſaue out of the bible, & therfore it is to be concluded accor- 
ding to this bibliſt rule, that no Chriſtian can beleeue the ar- 
ticles of faith if he doe not firſt conſult the holy ghoſt about 
— ſame, out of the ſcripture by 2 preuiall praire made to that 
effect. 

Nor doth it inualidate the conſequence to reply, that they cre- 
dit their miniſters propounding vnto them the word of God 
or docttine gloſſed out of the bible, for that miniſter may ert 


in faith, &.cher fote he that heateth his docttine is bound i a 


S 


by praire out of the ſcripture to know vethet it agree wit 
word of God or not. 


The Third conſequence. 


O Chriſtian can belecue the articles of faith, except by 2 

pteuial praire he councell the holie ghoſt our of the ſerip- 
ture. Therfore thoſe Bibliſts who be vnder age or want leiſa+ 
re or meancs to reede the bible, ot can not reade at all, ot can 
gett no bible to reede & conſult the holie ghoſt cher out, can 
not haue anic true faith. 


Proofe. | 
Fu. conſequence can not be improued becauſe a bibliſt 
admitreth, no other rule of beleefe ſaue this of conſul- 
ting the holy ghoſt our of hisbible. Nor is it to the purpoſe 
to reply that they haue their parſons whoſe charge is to ex- 


pound them the word of God, for theſe may be deceiued 8 


decciue; wherfore there doctrine is firſt to be examined by euere 
Chriſtian whether it agree to the wordof God or not, ere he 
conſent to the ſame which is to be done in conſulting the holy 
ghoſt our of the bible by ptaytes ficſt made as bibliſts ſay. 
The Fourth conſequence. 
A Ll Chriſtian & generall councells may err in faith (Say 
the Bibliſts. ) Therfore all Chriſtians & generall coun- 
cels might alſo haue erred in there decrees about the Canon 
of the ſacred bookes of the Bible, which graunted it may 


de doubted whether that the bibliſt haue the true ſctip- 


fares or no. 
Proofe. 


T He conſequence is aparant, for the decree about the Canon 


of ſacred bookes concerneth matter of faith, yea the vaigh- 


tieſt among al che mattets of faith, Therfore the church might 


haucerred when in the yeare of our lord 494. she made à decree 
in the councell held at Roome of 30 Bishops vnder Pope Gela- 
fius the firſt, toue hing the canon of canonical bookes of both te- 


ſtamencs, & thoſe that the laid councell cenſured for Apocrifa 
8 =. were... | 
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catalogue of which is as folloveth. 


Bookes cenſured for Apocrifa in the councel 
of Roome. 


He iourney of S. Petter the Apoſtle in d. bookes, ſaid to be 


written by S. Clement. Apocrifa. 

The acs of S. Andrew the Apoſtle. Apocrifa. 

The acs written in the name of $, Thomas, Apocrifa. 

Theacs written in the name of S. Pe eter. Apocrifa. 

The acs written in the name of S. Philip. Apocrifa. 

The goſpe) writtenin the name of Taddeus the Apoſtle, Apoc. 

The ——.— in the name of S. Peter. Apocrifa. 

The goſpel vritten in the name of 8 Matthias Apocrifa. 

The goſpel vritt. in the name of Barnabas. Apocrifa. 

The goſpel written in the name of lames the leſſ. Apocrifa. 

The Gd wricen in the name of S. Andrew. Apocrifa. 

The — ur written inthe name of S. Thomas which the Ma- 
nicheans vſe. Apocrifa. 

The goſpel written in the name of S. Bartholomew the Apo- 
tle. Apocrifa. 

T he goſpel which Lucian falſified . Apocrifa. 

The infancie of our Saviour. Apocr fa. 

The golpel which Heſychius falſified. A pocrifa. 

The booke entitled Paſtor. Apocrifa. 

The booke of the birth of our Sauiout; of his mother & bet 
midwife. Apocrifa. 

All thoſe bookes which were ſett out by Leucius the diſci- 
ple of the diuell. Apocrife, 

The booke calcd the foundation; & an other caled the tres- 
ſure, both. Apocrifa. 

The booke of the Geneſis of the daughters of Adam, & an 
other named the nephew, both. Apocrifæ 

The centimetrum of Chriſt compiled of Viergill verſes. Apocrh 

The Booke of Prouerbs written by hereticks & ſett out ynder 
the name of S. Sixtus. Apocriſa. 
The acs of S. Paul the Apoſtle & Tecla. Apocrifa. 
The teuelation named of S. Paul. Apocrifa. 


. 
* 


were expelled from the number of the bookes of the bible, the 
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An other teuelation vnder the name of S. Thomas, & à third 
ynder the name of S. Steuen, & à booke named the Aſſumption 
of our Ladie, & an other caled the Teſtament, al. Apocrifa. 
The booke named the pennance of Adam, & an other caled 
the pennance of Origin, & a third caled the pennance of S. Cy» 
tian. Apocrifs. 
The booke vnder the name ogia the giant, whome the here- 
tiks faine to haue fought with a dragon after the flood. Apocr. 
The booke caled the Apoſtles lotts. Apocrifo. 
The booke calcd the pennance of lannes & Mambres. Apocri. 
The booke caled che praiſe of the Apoſtles. Apocrifa. 
oc. And this "decree about the canon of the holy ſcriptures, was 
not on'y received by perticnlar men, but euen all ſubſequent ge- 
nerall councells did approue & accept the ſame.all which if they 
could err in matter of faith, could allo err in this their decree a- 
bout canonicall ſcripture, & ſo it vete to be doubted whether 
bey condemned for apocrifa any ghoſpel that were ſacred, or 
Aa- ÞF admitted thoſe that were falſe for bookes of God; which reaſon 
if the bibliſts did wel weigh, they Would find themſelues matue- 
po- louſlie puſled about their rule of faith, & in doubt whether 
that thoſe ſetiptures Which they now at this preſent haue, be true 
orfalle, ſacred or prophane,canonicall or Apocrifa, 


The fift conſequence. 


He fathers & councels could err in their decree about cano- 

nicall ſcriptutes as the bibliſts will haue it. Therfore no bi- 
dliſt can cettainlie knoV,whether that thoſe bookes conteined 
ici. intheit bibles be made by the holy ghoſt or nor: except they firſt 
conſult the holy ghoſt out of the bible touching this queſtion, 
& ſo ech one determine by his priuate ſpirit, which bookes in 
the ſcripture were made by God,and which. were nor. 


& n Proofe, 

g Ecauſe for-as much as this queſtion is about the word of God 
po cri. it doth moſt of all appetteine to faith, & thetfote can not be 
yndet | Lecided except by 4 preuial praire the holie ghoſt be firſt con- 
hulted out of the bible about the ſame; Nor is it enough to anſ- 
vete as many bibilſts doe, That ſome bookes of ſcriptute are 
eld to haue becne dictated by the holy ghoſt in the opinion of all. 

men; 


4 
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the catholiques teceiue many bookes of ſcripture for canonical 
which the proteſtans repute for Apocrifa; many alſo the prote- 
ſtants receive which Luther & his compannions improuec , raſe 
& denie to be lacted (criptare ; the like is of other chriſtians, 
moreouer the verſions & editions of bibles are divers & haue 
diffrent ſenſes whereon great difficulties & contentions doc atiſe 
,  cacn in mattet of faith. 
The ſixt conſequence. 
; O Bibliſts can certainly know wherher that thoſe bookes 
conteined in their bibles be dictated by the holy ghoſt, ex- 
- cept by a preuiall praire he firſt conſult the holie gboſt tou- 
ching this queſtion, which conſulting muſt be ferched from 
the bible, wherfore according to their owne rule each bibliſtis 
obliged vnder che paine of erernall damnation to determine this 
greate & difficile queſtion: by pray ng & conſulting the holy 
ghoſt, and not iclic on their miniſters, or their churches. 


Froofe. 


Or they admitting no other rule ofbeleeſe ſaue this of con- 
ſulcing the holy vhoſt out of the writren word of God, ſeing 
that faith is neceſſary ro shann etetnall damnation, it moſt eui- 
dently followeth that ech bibliſt is bound ynder paine of etetnall 


whether thoſe bookes conteined in the ſamewere dictated by the 
holy ghoſt or not, els he cannot vnder ſtand out of the ſaid (crip- 
tures what he is bound ro belcene, if he doubt whether thoſe 
bookes conteined in the bible be canonical or nor. 
The ſeuenth conſequence. 
T7 Ch bibliſt is bound vnder the paine of eternall damnation, to 
conſult the holy ghoſt out of ſcriptute by 4 preuiall praire 
"whether all & ech of thoſe bookes conte ned in the bible be di- 
- Qared by the holy ghoſt. Therfore ech bibliſt is bound vnder pai- 
ne of eternall damnation to teede ouet all the bookes of the bi- 
ble & to throughly examin them together with the diuets edi- 
tions of the ſaid bibles & manifold verſions out of the hebrew, 


Stecke, latine, & english, & to conferr them together with great 
r Tu | diligence 
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men, for all men may err as bibliſts ſay; beſides all chriſtians 
doe not conſent in one opinion about canonicall ſcriptures; for 


damnation to. conſult the holy ghoſt out of the bible ro know + 
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diligence & paines, & after all this to give ſentence their vpon 
h are canonicall bookes & which are Apocrifa, which ver- 

Gons be true, & which _ to the end he may gather there out 
all the true artieles of his faith wichoat error; & he who among 
the beſts of Bibliſts omitteth co doe all this, is in a continuall tate 


| of damnation, | 


Proofe. 
Fe all theſe be neceſſary to derermine this great queſtion; 


except the holy ghoſt doe teach them by ſome other meancs 


then out of the bible, in what and how manic bookes the written 


word of God is conteined, & which vet ſions & editions be true & 
authenticall, & which not. But ve haue already ſeene that the 
ſentence of the Bibliſts is, That the holy ghoſt is ſo fart forth tho 
jadg of the controverſies of faith, that he doth not iudg of the ſa- 
me nor teach the Bibliſts other viſe then out of the vtitten word 
of God, which according to the docttine of the Bibliſts, is the ſole 
rule of the iudg of conttouetſies about faith & religion, 
The eight conſequence. 
N O Bibliſts can beleeue the articles of non he doe 
firſt by praire conſult the holy ghoſt out of the bible. Ther- 
fore eucry proteſtantis obliged vnder the pom of eternall death, 
to conſalt the holy ghoſt by prair out of the bible concerning all 
thoſe things, which appertaine to the in integritic of faith. 
Proofe. 
Ecauſe Bibliſts will haue no other rule of beleefe then this. 
To conſuk the holic hhoſt out of the bible: in regard they 
hould that all men & generall councells may err, —— ſeing 
that true faith is abſolutlie neceſſatie to obteine erernall life, & 
Shunn eternall death; it euidently folloveth, that all Bibliſts ac - 
cording to their owne rule ate oblidged vnder the paine of eter · 
nall death, to conſult the holy ghoſt out of the (cripture,tou- 
ching all things which appettein to the integritie of their faith,, 
els they can not be ſaued. 
| C The 
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| The Ninth conſequence. 
E Very Bibliſts according to his rule of faith, is _ vnder 


the paine of eternall damnation to counce Il the holy ghoſt 
out of the N all thoſe articles which appetteine to 


the integtitie of faith. Therfore ech Bibliſt is bound vnder the 
paine ofeternall damnation haucing firſt praied & councelled 
the holy ghoſt out of his Bible to decide all controuetſies of reli. 
gion which be in giſpure;as rguching the notes of the true church, 
eccleſiſticall iuriſdiction, The primacie of the Roman Bishop, 
traditions, the number of ſacraments, T he poſsibilitic of Keeping 
the lav, juſtification, & innumerable others Which were ouet 
dong to rehetſe. 


Proofe. 


Or all thele (as is cuident) doc * to the integritie of 

faith. Neither doth it helpe the Bibliſts cauſe to ſay, I hat they 
be taught the ſame by their miniſters, or teede them in their Ca- 
thechiſmies, ot learne them out of the doctrine of their churches, 
or haue them ſett doune in the inſtitutions of Caluin or in the 
treatiſes of Luther & his compannions. For Luther, Caluin , do- 
ctors, miniſters, churches, may diſagree from the facred ſcripen- 
res & err in faith, & therfore ate not certainlic to be belecued, 
but only fo farr forth to be credited, as their docttine agreeth 
with the ſcriptures. And therfore ech Bibliſt, is bound to coun- 
cell the holy ghoſt out of the ſeriptutes, to know whether or no 
ſuch doctrine as they heere to be preached & taught or readin 
Cathechiſmies, or is delivered them by their churches be agrees» 
ble to the writtE word of God, ot dilagreable the-tero & ſo decide 
the ſame by their private ſpirit ere they belecue, els it is iwpol- 
ſible for 4 bibliſt ro haue any true faith. - 


The tenth conſequence, 


LI Bibliſts be bound vnder the paine of eternall damna- 
tion hauing firſt praied, to conſult the holy ghoſt out of 
their bible, about the number, verſion , & edition of the ſacred 
bookes of both teſtaments; Alſo about all controuerſies which 
concerne the integtitie of faith. Therfore all in generall , men 
rr 
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bee, if they be come to the adg of diſcretion & haue (ficient 
ſenſe & reaſon, are bound (conforme to this Bibliſts do@rine) 
ynder the paine of eternall damnation, To conſult the holy 
ghoſt our of their bible, touching the number,yerſions, editions, 
& integritie of the ſacred bookes of either teſtament, as alſo rau- 
8 controuerſies, which apperteine to the integtitie of faith 
all which how impoſgible it is to performe, ech iudicious bibliſt 
may petceiue, & by conſequenc what an abſurd rule they haue 
choſen for to prooue true faith by, 


Proofe. 


Fcauſe both men & woemen of what condition ſoeuer, if 
they be come to the yeares of diſcretion, are bound vnder 
the paine of eternal damnation to haue true faith, which true 
faith for to haue, their is no other rule as Bibliſts (ay, then by a 

euial praire to conſult the holy ghoſt out ofthe Bible. Nei- 
ther doth it helpe the Bibliſts ro (ay, that euery Chriſtian, may 
conceiue true faith by hearing of a miniſter preach, ot in reeding 
of theic catechiſme,for theſe may err as bibliſts lay, & therfore 
the holy ghoſt is to be conſulted out of the ſcriptute, to the end 
they may vndoubredlie know, whether that the do@rine of 
theic miniſters, catheciſmics & churches, doe agree to the writ- 


ten word of God, or diſagree from the ſame, 


The elenenth conſequence. 


LI Bibliſts of What ſex and condition ſocuer,if they be ari- 

ued to the vic of diſcretion,or haue their witts , are bound 
ynder the paine of eternall damnation, to councell the holy ghoſt 
out of the bible, touching the nũbet, integritie, vet ſion, & edition, 
of the ſacred bookes of both teſtamẽts, as alſo concerning all con- 
trouetſies which appetteine to the integritie of faith. Therfore 
all Chriſtians of what ſex and condition ſoeuer they be, if come 
to the vſe of diſcre nion, & are ſound in their witrs are bound (con- 
forme to this bibliſts rule) vndet the paine of etetnall damnation 
to decide no leſl, a liſt of controucrfies apperteining to religion, 
then the whole church of Chrift, hath decided. in ſo many | 


" rall councels theſe 1500, yeares, from the Apoſtes tyme till rhiss 


age of ours, 


C2 


Prof. 


\Proofe. 


Or it hath hethertoe beene diſputed ypon conttoner- 


I lies of religion more then theſe1500. yeares, & decided ia 
enetall councell,which articles were catholike & which here- 
ticall, what docttine apperteined to faith & what not, All which, 
the Bibliſts auouching — church can err & generall coun. 
celscan err, doe manifeſtly call into doubr, & therfore all & ech 
of them are oblidged to peruſe the ſaid doQrine & conferr it with 
their bibles, that they may by the conſultation ot the holy ghoſt 
in the ſcriptures, ſeuet truth from falſitie, ro embrace that and 
reie@ this, as their priuate ſpirit ſuggeſteth vnto them. 
And vut of theſe conſequences, ech Bibliſt may perceaue what 
3 burhen he laieth on his back, & to what impolsibilities he vin- 
deth himſelf,in leauing the authoritie of the church, & reliing on 
his owne priuat ſpirit in expounding of the ſcriptures, though 
the ſcripture contrariewile doth tell vs in the epiſtle of S. peetet, 
that no ſcripture is to be declared by priuate interpretation, 


— 
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THE FOVRTH CHAPTER, 
Other conſequences be deduced vvhere by it may eui- 
dently appeare vvhat meanes C7 helpes ech B- 
Biff may haue to eaſe him of this burthen 
& diſchardee his duecties. 


Will heere omitt to conſider what witt, iudgment, learnin 
laiſure , & other humane helpes ech Bibliſt may haue to dil- 
chardge this raſke taken vpon him ofwhat ſex, age, ot condition 
ſocuer he may be, without which helpes it is not poſsible to 
conſult the holy ghoſt out of the bible, nor decide Aimee con- 
trouerſies which apperteine to the integtitie of faith. which haue 
beene diſputed vpon theſe 1500. yeates, & decided by the church; 
Let ech ofthem iudg a part by himſelf what vitt, judgment lai- 
face , learning, &c, he may haue to fulfill this taske and dif- 
| _— chardge 
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e his dutie. in the meane tyme 1 will fuppoſe that ech bi- 


ſe: only no I intend to inquire, what certaine & infallible 
foundation of faith the Bibliſts may hauc out of this their rule of 
beleefe. 
The firft conſequence. 


© Bibliſt hath any other rule of beleefe ſaue his private 
N ſpirit conſulcinge the holy ghoſt out of the ſcripture what 
he is bound to beleeue in matter of faith. Therfore the faith of 
the Bibliſts leaneth on three foundations, to witt,, on praire, on 
the holy ghoſt ,'& on the ſacred text of the bible; In ſo much that 
the holic ghoſt is the iudg of all the controverſies of faich. The 
bible is the rule with out which that iudg doth not teach vs, in 


mattet of faith; And praite is the condition with out which the 


holy ghoſt doth not cettainlie inſtruct vs out of the bible. This 
conſequence needeth no proofe being euident of it ſelf by gtaunt 


of the veric Proteſtants themtelues & al other Bibliſts Lutherans, 


Puritans, Anabaptiſts &c. 
The Second conſequence. 


T He rule of beleefe is no other (ſay the Bibliſts) then by praire 
to conſult the holie ghoſt out of the bible. Therfore thoſe 


ſuper naturall motions which the holy ghoſt ſtirreth 'p inthe 


mindes of the Bibliſts conſultinge him by praire out of the ſcrip- 
tutes, ate a ſure argument whence they cercainlie gather that they 
be taught by the holic ghoſt the true ſenſe of the bible. 
Proofe. 

Or albeit the certaintie of faith be founded on the authoritic 

of God teuealing the ſame, neuerttheles that this bible con- 
teines the pure word of God, & that this be the pure & true in- 
rerpreration of the ſaid bible no man can certainlie & infallibly 
know except that the holy ghoſt give teſtimonie vnto him out of 
the ſaid bible, concerning the ſame, which teſtimonie (as bibliſts 
will) is either a ſupet natutall illumination or ſome ſuch like di- 
uine motion of our mindes, by which ech one may certainlie & 
infallibly know that the holy ghoſt doth inwardly teach him out 
of the holie (criptuce, Neither doth it infringe this conſequence, 

| | 5 | what 
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what ſome Bibliſts ſay, That the text is cleere enough of it ſelf, & 
needeth no gloſſ nor interpretation, or, that one text doth inter. 
ptett the other; for if this were ſo, then the preſuppoſed & graun. 
red neceſsitie of an inward annointement of the holy ghoſt in 
the mindes of the bibliſts, which doth neceſſatilie include a ſuper. 
naturall & diuine motion in their ſoules, V herby the ſpirit of God 


doth witnes vnto their ſpitit, that ſuch a ſence of the text, which * 


their ſpirir ſo conceaueth is moſt true,cerraine, & infallible, is 
— taken away & annulled. It is moreouer moſt ridiculous & 
enceles to ſay, the holy ſctiptutes haue a (ence fo cleere that ech 
bibliſt may of himſelf conceiue & vnderſtand the fame , whenas 
more then theſe 1500. yeares the whole world hath beene bufied 
about nothing ſo much, as in diſputing about & debating which 
is the true ſence ofthe ſacred (criggures, & euen yet the fame is 
in diſpute among Chriſtians , & be diſputed of, till the day 
of doome. yea euen amoung the Bibliſts themſelues, there be 
deepe & deadly debates about the fence of the (ſcripture, which 
haue minced them into many ſes ech conttadicting the other 
that they reſemble the foxes of Samplon,who tyed all by.thetalles 
of their priuat ſpitit haue their heades of opinions in mattets of 
faith looking contrary wayes, which Surely could not happen 
to them, if the text of the bible were ſo cleete tha t it needed no in» 
ter pretation, or that t 
re, which is the true ſenge of the ſame in regard, that the 


ghoſt is not 4 ſpirit of dſſſention, but of concord & peace ; ſo that 


this is but a vaine excule to ſay, that the ſcriptute is ſo eaſie that 
ech idiott may vnderſtand the meaning of it; neither doth it fu- 
ther the Bibliſts cauſe. 


The Third — 

T Hat ſupernaturall motion of the holy ghoſt, enlightning 
the mindes of the Bibliſts conſultinge by praire k hole 

ſt out of the ſetiptute, is an argument, whence they doe cer- 
tainly & infallibly draw, that the holy ghoſt doth inwardly teach 
them the true ſence of the ſacred ſcriptures. T herfore thoſe mo- 
tions ought to be cettaine, doubtles, & altogether divine & ſo free 
from ertor, that ech idiott woman ot man may dare, yea is bound 


in conſcienee to beleeue, ynder paine of eternall W 
| c 
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oly ghoſt taught them out of the * 
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leis more certainely taught out of ſacred writt by the holy ghoſt 
tw diſce tue true docttine from that which is falſe,then were all 
the Paſtors of the whole church of Chriſt the ſpace of a 100. 

though gathered togetherin a generall councell appro- 
ved by the Bishop of Roome. 


Proofe. 


Ecauſe ech Bibliſt (as I ſaid) of what age ſex, or condition 
ſoeuer, (ſaue thoſe that ate not come to the vſe of diſcretion 
ot Want iudgment) is bound vnder paine of eternall damnation, 
i conſult the holy ghoſt our of the bible, whether the decrees 
nas of the whole church gathered togethet in ſo many generall coun- 
fied alls, doe agree io the written word of God, ot diſagree from the 
hich lame. 

ne it Neither is it enough to anſwer (as many bibliſts doe) hat 4 
dy | qeoerall councel can not ert if it agree with the written word 
of God; for the Bibliſts ſay, th & it may allo diſagree from the 
ſame, & therſote ech Chriſtian ought ro conſult the holy ghoſt 
ther eat of the bible,whether that dodrine of councell or church, 
alles ¶ doth agree therto, or diſagree there from, ete he belecue the ſame. 
# of Nor maketh it to the purpoſe that many Bibliſts approue the 
pen | | firſt 4.generall councells,though many doe not approue them, as 
0 in» I Puritans Anabapriſts & c. For the teaſon why they apptoue thele 
| 4 wancells is becauſe they (as they ſay) haucing conſulted the holy 
— thoſt out of the bible, cenſute them not to dilzgree from the vrit · 
that: ta word of God, neither is it of leſſ authotitie to approue coun- 
that cells out of the word of God, then to reprooue & teiect the lame, 
fun- or the cauſe why Bibliſts approue the firſt 4. generall councels, 
v not for any reſpe& which they haue to the ſaid generall coun- 
tells as if they could not ert in faith, but for the teſtimonie of 
the holy ghoſt whoſe wonder full & diuine motions ech bibliſt 
doth ſo feele in his ſoule, that he doth infalhbly confefl himſelf 
to be taught by the holy ghoſt when out ofthe booke of the 
dible,he iudgeth chat the ſaid 4. generall councells concord with 
de (criptuces. 
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The Fourth conſequence. 
T He motion which God maketh in the harts of the bibliſts 


proved by the Bisbop of goome. I berfore the Bibliſts doe our: 
much preſume on ihe boly ghoſt. 
Proc k. 


] prooue my conſequence by a compariſon & antitheſis which 

may be made berwene a Bibliſt & a generall councell, 
which l ſuppoſe to be celebrated in the manner before reherſed 
by me. When a controuerſieis moued amoung Catholiques 3. 
bout any weightic matter concerning faith & that they perilouſly 
begin to divide themſclues into lets; forth- with a generall coun. 
cell is caled of all bishops, archbishops & pattiarches of the whole 
church; princes alſo doe ſend thether the moſt learned diuines 
that be in all their dominions;&Princes, kings8& Emperors, doe 
either come in perſon or ſend their Embaſladors, & all theſebe 
gathered together in the name of Chriſt. 

Moteouet ech Bishop in his dioceſſ & the Pope throughout the 
Chriſtian votld · doe giue order that publique prayres & ſuppli- 
carions rogether with faſts be made, to the end that the holy ghoſt 
thus conſulted would aſſiſt the fathers thus aſſembled in a genetil 
councell, that they may certainlie & infallibly decide the truth, 
The fathers alſo of che councell doe labour all they cann bypray- 
res, faſts, & holy conuetſation, to obtein the ſame aſsiſtance of the 
holy ghoſt, And ſo did the fathers of the holy Synod of Trenteas 
appearcth in their decree made & to be tead in the ſecond ſection 
of that councell, 

And all that great preparation wherein the whole Chriſtian 
world was then buſied rendes to no other end, then that the Ca- 
tholique faith might be keept pute, ſpot les, & ſure, & that no et 
ror might creepe in about the expoſition of any ſacted text of ſeri- 
prture; & in theſe examinations of docttines, the ſaid councel of 
Trente did not ſpend an howre a day & ſo end, but they pro- 
longed the ſame manie monthes, & this by moſt ordinated ſeſſions, 
diſputations, confetences, & continuall inu ocation of the holy 
Fhoſt, by which meanes the fathers of the c ouncell did at 2 
| . | 0 
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Festes ins ihey, ſo that ech bibliſt is bound vader } + 
paine of cteroall d amnation to belecue moſt conſtantly chatheis | 

mote ſurely & truly taught bythe holy ghoſt, then al the paſtors Þ 
of the whole church aſlembledtogethet in a gencr-1! councell a. 
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taine their wiſhed defire, & happilie concluding, ech one ſett 
ds hand & ſubſcribed to the decrees made in watter of faith, 
ouncing an an. theme againſt all thoſe who were ſo bould to 
gaine ſay their decrees eſta blizhed by them & confirmed by the 

authoritic of the Bishop of Roome. | 
Now then, having well confidered the manner in which gene- 
kill councels doe proceede in deciding controuctbes of faith, 
let vs compare a Bibliſt poring ypon his Bible, to a generall 


bers councell of the church, to diſcetne the difference. 
— This Bibliſt is one ſingle man, but the fathets of the councell 
her 


de manie in number. 


rad © This Bibliſt is a sheepe, chat is nota Bishop ; che fathers of the 
ouſly councell Buhops & Paſtors. 
_— This Bibliſt prayeth all alone, al that be at the councell, yea the 
whole whole Chriſtian world pray for it. 
n This Bibliſt prayeth priuatlie; for the fathers of the counce ll, 
* the whole Chriſtian world make publique pray ers, faſts, & ſu p- 
cleve lications, 
This Bibliſt may be ſome idiott, clowne, oyſterwife or cofter 

2 the mongers maid, they of the councell are the moſt learned dinines 
vppli- that bein al the Chriſtian world. 
ghoſt This Bihliſt turneth oucr his bible & conferreth ſome one ot 
nen eo texts of (criprure togethet with other text of (criprure. Theſe 
mech fathers of the councell, after along exerciſe in ſtudie ofthe ho- 
be ſcriptures, after a number of — and priuate diſputati õs 
of the \ about religion wher in they haue beene buſied; after manie ſel. 
. lions held concerning matters of faith, after many denout 
tion prayres made to obteyne the grace of the holie ghoſt, may ſeeme 
, do haue vſed al diligence polsible to obteine the itus ſence & 
iſtian meaning of the holy ghoſt in the ſcripture. 
Co- Laſtly this bibliſt doth only decide out of the bible what he 
3 oughe to beleeueꝭ but the fathers of the councell as iudges pro- 
—— nounce an anatheme againſt all thoſe who beleeue otherwiſe 
cel o then they haue decreed. 
Lf And this compariſon is only made betweene one Bibliſt & one 
08% — counce ll but what mzgbt be deemed if we — 
— e one Bibliſt,to vit a cobler or country fellow(to omitt miniſters 


to all the genetall councells that haue beene celebrated in the 
10 D - 
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church of Chtiſt, or to thoſe only which haue beene held from 
the yeare 46. after the councell of Calcedon which was the forth 
oecumenicall councell, & this in behalf of thole Bibliſts that re. 
ceiued the fit 4. councells, when | ſay we shal haue compared 
one ſillie Bibliſt to all theſe councells, who darerh to condemne 
them all of ertots, & auouche »ithall that the holie ghoſt hath 
given him morelight then roal thoſe multitudes of holy fathers, & 
that he more truly conceiueth the mind of the holy ghoſt in tho 
Bible then all choſe generall councells did, may we nor ſay (to 
ſpeake molt modeſtlie ) that this Bibliſt is impudent, attogant & 

roud & that he doth toe much preſume on the aſſiſtance of whe 
holy ghoſt . Nor doth it weaken the conſcquence , that not 
one alone but an innumerable manie of Bibliit doe reieR all ge- 
nerall conncells as contrary to the ſacred (criprurezfor no Bibliſt 
foundeth his faith on any mans auouchment, They indeed heare 
what they teach, but beleeue not till they haue conſulted the 
holie ghoſt out of the ſcripture whether that docttine agree with 
the ſame or not, and ther fore ech Bibliſt conforme to his rule of 
fait h, doth not iudg of doctrine for the authotitie & number of 
his companions, but of the preſumprion he hath that the holie 
ghoſt doth infall bly aſſiſt him, & for this reaſon is moued to con- 
demne all generall councells held ſince the ycate of out Lord 456, 
euen to this day,. yea the purer fort of Bibliſts imptooue, teiect. cõ- 
demne, all councels celebtated in the Catholique church ſince the 

Apoſtles age, & ech of them is not had every moment to 
ivdg & condemne the whole Chriſtian world in all ages of et- 
rors in matter of docttine apperteining to faith, becaule it ſqua- 
reth not, to their fantaſie, & can agreater preſumption then this 
be imagined? 

To concludethen, wee may perceiue out of theſe conſequen- 
ces, that the ſole fundation het vpon the Bibliſts ground the 
cettaintie of their faith: to be cettaine motions which they ſay the 
holy ghoſt maketh in their mindes, which caoſeth them infallibly 
to beleeue thiat they be taught by the holy ghoſt out of the ſctip- 
. -ture;But what a manner of motion or annointmentthis is, which 

the Bibliſts preſume ro proceede of the holie ghoſt, we may in ſo- 
me fort haue coniectuted out of the foregoing conſequences, 


Seing then that ech Biblift bath taken vpon him ſuch a heauie 
burthen 
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2 
bur then & weightiecharge as ro be bound vpon paine of . 
nall damnation to decide all controuerhes apperteining to the 
inte gritie of faith; They haue only two helpes for the diſchar- 
big of their duties, to witt the Bible & praire, whence they faine 
to ferch the holy ghoſt who ſitting in ech Bibliſts mind as on A 
bench, dotb iudg of all doctrines & Bibles whoſe ſentence the Bi- 
bliſts doe molt ceitainely & infallibly feele in their ſoules ſo clee- 
rely pronounced, that they had rather belecue that the holy 
ghoſt forſooke al councells, & fathers, all doors & paſtors, yea 
the whole church for 2 1500. yeares then that they be forſaken 
of the holy ghoſt in cenſuring of docttines. And can à greater 
artogancic,ormore hautie pride & abominable preſumptis be de- 
viſed or imagined then this? & yet euen heerto the Bibliſte 
be amounted, if they pail not the line. 


EXZEZZEEDELEZEEEEEEED EXEEEE ER EEED: EEN 
THE FIFTH CHAPTER, 


Other neceſſarie conſequences deduced, YuhenR it ma 
appeare, vwobat manner of church that of Chri- 
flians is aſſembled together, if it be compacted as 
the Bubliftsrule of beelefe vuould haue is. / 


N Ow it bchownueth vs to she out of the Bibliſts rule of be- 
leefe, whar a manner of church rhe church of Chriſt is, 
if ir obſerue the rule of beleefe ſett downe by the Bibliſt, which 
I will doe by conſequences drawen out of their rule of beleefe, 
that ech one may petceiue the abſurditie of the ſame &C* Bibliſts 
recant theire follie. 
The Firſt conſequence. 

N O Chriſtian (ay the Bibliſts )is bound to credit any man in 

matters of faith, whether he be conſidered fingle or aſſem - 
bled in a generall councell, except he hauing firſt conſulred the 
holy ghoſt out of the Bible doth well vndetſtand, that the ſaid 
propounded doctine of fath doth yerie well agree with the 
6 "1 vt itten 
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wricten word of God. Therfore eck Bibliſt doth belecue ; hit 


they alone make the ttue charch of Chriſt; who 7 that do» 
ctrine of faith, which ech one a part, hauing firſt conſulted the 
holy ghaſt out of the Bible, doth iudg to be moſt conforme to the 


texts of his Bible. 
Proofe. 


He conſequence I prooue, for if any mans docttine aftet that 
the holy Son is conſulted out of the (cripture, be found to 
diſagree from the word of God, his docttine is neceſſarilye to be 
improoued, c he to be conde mued for an heretick, who would 
ſtubbornuly mantaine ſuch a docttine diſſenting from the Bible, 


The Second conſequence. 


Ch Bibliſt doth beleeue that only thoſe Chriſtians make yp 

the true church of Chriſt, who ptofeſſ that doctrine as do- 
&rine of faith, which ech one aftet that he hath prayed & con- 
ſulted the holy ghoſt out of his Bible, doth iudg to be moſt con. 
forme to the fad Bible. Therfore there muſt needs be ſo many pu- 
tatiue churches of Chriſt, as there be diuerfitics of braines amoũ 
Chriſtians, who afcer that they haue prayed & conſulted the ho- 
ly ghoſt, doe gather out of the Bible contradiQorie articles of be- 
leefe euen in do@rine of faith. The conſequence is cleere & 
needeth no proofe,only this is to be ſuppoſed, that, that is (aid 
to be one church, in which there is one faith. 


The Third conſequence. 


T Here be ſo many putatiue churches of Chriſt as there be di- 
uet ſitie of braines amoũg Chriſtias,who after that they haue 
＋ & cõſulted the holy ghoſt out of ye Bible doe neuertheles 
teh ftõ the (aid Bible cõttadictotie opinions in dofrine of faith 
As is euident in the Bibliſts of theſe our days, for a Lutheran be 
praieth & conſulteth the holy ghoſt out of his Bible, and afficmeth 
that the holy ghoſt teacheth him that this text of the bible This 
is my body is ment of the teall preſence of the boddie of Chriſtin 
the Sacrement, which he termeth the lords ſupper, which is there 
preſent in perſon (as he (aith) ioyutly with the bread. But a 
ritan prayerh & conſult eth the (ame _ ghoſt out of his Bible 
about the true meaning of the rehearſed words This is my bodye. 
And ſwearcth againſt the Luthetan, that Chriſt is only in the Sa- 
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etament as ina ligne, & a figure, & that there is nanght els there 


ſage bare bread, & wine, & that the holy ghoſt taught him ſo 
much, A gaine the Anabaptiſt he conſulteth the holy ghoſt out 
of che ſctiptute, & aftet a prolix praire made to that effect, ſindeth 
that the holie ghoſt teacheth him out of the ſeriptute, that Chil · 
dren be in no wiſe to be baptiſed, becauſe they wanr beleefe & 
therfore mult be rebaptized when they come to yeares of di{cre- 
tion; But the proteſtant contrariewiſe looketh into his Bible & 
after praire & conſultation made with the holy ghoſt, proteſleth 
the Anabaptiſt to be an hetetik for the holy ghoſt telleth him out 
of che Bible that cuen infants may receiue Baptiſme & that they 
thus baptiſed are neuet to be rebaptiſed. Therfore according to 
this rule of the Bibliſts, there be ſo many putatiue churches of 
Chriſt,as there be diuerfities of braines amoung Chriſtians, and 
that there is no publique (igne in all the whole Chriftian world, 
by which the only true church of Chriſt, which is but one, may 
be diſcerned from an innumerable companye of others which are 
falſlie thought to be the churches of Chriſt, when ind eed they be 
bar the Synagogs of Sathan, the denns of herefies & babſes of 


coafuſion, 
Proofe. 


B Ecauſe no other rule af beleefe is extant amoung the Bibliſt, 
aue the private and hidden teſtimonie of the holy ghoſt in 
in ech B bliſt ſoule cenſuting the ſence of the Bible where with 
ech one boing annointed, be he Lutheran, Proteſtant, Putitan, r- 
rian, Anabaptiſt, Trinitatian & c. doth moſt certainlie perſwade 
himſclf that he is taught by the bolie ghoR. 

The Fourth conſequence. 


N O Chriſtian is bound to belecue any men in matrer of faith 
be they conſideted (cueraley oraſſembled in a generall co un- 
ſell, except hauing fict prayed and conſutled the holy ghoſt out 
of the ſcripture, he vaderſtand vetie well,that the ſaid docttine 
— doch agree with the ſacred text. Therfore no Chri- 
bas nor a\ſcmbl hciſtians is exraii in the world according 
to this Bibliſt rale; ich hath ſuch a iutiſdiction of teaching 
that all other Chriſtians are oblidged to beleeue whar they ſay & 
decide in marter of faith. This conſequence is ſ@ manifeſt t hat ic 
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ied no proofe; for it is no t to the purpoſe to anſwer that 
they be bound to beleeue thoſe do ctots which diſagree not from 
the Bible; for no man is to be be leeued in mattets of faith ypon 
his owne affirmation that his docttine is true & diſagteeth not 
from the ſcripture, els Puritans, Anabaptiſts, Lutherans, Artians, 
Trinitarians, lewes, were to be belecuced. For as theſe auouch 
yea ſveate that there docttine in matters of faith is moſt confor. 
me to the Bi ble, but ech Chriſtian(as the Bibliſts opinion is) muſt 
conſult the holy ghoſt our of the (criprure m—_—_— that point, 
6 ſo iudg as he inwardly teacheth, whole docttine doth agree & 
whoſe dilagtee from the ſcripture. And therfore there is no Chii- 
ſtian not aſlewobly of Chriſtians in the world, who hath ſuch an 
abſolute iuriſdictiõ of teaching, that all other Ch:iſt13s are bound 
in conſcience toycald beleefe ro what they (ay & decide about 
matters of faith : perhaps they may be bound to heete others & 
afrer examin rheir doctrine, & ſo conſult the holy ghoſt out of 
the Bible, whether it be ttue or falſe and that is all, 


The Fift conſequence, 


N? Chriſtian nor companie of Chriſtians is extant in rhe 
world (as enſeweth on the Bibliſts propoſition ) that hath 
' ſuch a iutiſdiction to teach matiers of faith that all vther Chti- 
Kians are bound in conſcience to belecue what they teach & con- 
forme there faith to their decrees. T hetfore there is no eccleſia- 
ſtic all juriſdiction atall extant in the world, to witr, iutiſdiction 
— the word of God, of adminiſtring Sactaments, of 
publish ing eccleſiaſticall lawes, of e xetciſing eccle ſiaſticall iudg- 
ments, of inflicting punisbments vpõ r of eccleſiaſti- 
call law es ctc. which ech Chtiſlian ere he ſubmitt himſelf to ſuch 
a iuriſdiction is not firſt bound to pray & conſult the holie ghoſt 
out of ſcripture to know, cenſure, & iudg whether ſuch aturil- 
diction be traſt or vniuſt conforme to the word of God or not, & 
ſo either ſubmitt himſelf to the lame if he like it, or shake of that 
yoake as vniuſtly impoſed if his pri uate ſpitit repine & iudg it not 
to agree to the text of his * | 


"4 | Moc * ropfe. | 
B Ecauſe, iuriſdition ro preach , to adminiſter Sacraments, to 
43 mak: eccleſiaſtical la: &c. doth manifeſtly concerne faith, 
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not an heretick. But according to the Bibliſts rule, al alien; 
concerning faith ought to be decided of ech Chriſtian our of his 
Bible he hauing firſt prayed & conſulted the holy ghoſt, & con- 
{-quenrtlic if any one preach, adminiſter Sacraments, enacſt eccle- 
fafticalllawes,or be an eccleſiaſticall iudg; ech Bibliſt is ro conſult 
the holy ghoſt out of the Bible, & ſo iudg of theſe mens doctrine, 
of their Sacraments,of rheire lawes,of theire iudgments, & it his 
ptiuate ſpitit find them to diſagree from his texts of Bible, then he 
is bound in conſcience not to obey, notbeleeue them, yea rather 
to but he them, theu gyue his conſent vnto them. 

c The Sixt conſequence. 
Here is no eccleſiaſticall iuriſdiction extant in the world 
ncither of preaching, adminiſtring of Sacraments, making 
of eccleſiaſticall lawes, praftifing of eccleſiaſticall iudgments &c. 
which ech Chriftian ere he ſubmitt himſelf to that iutiſdiction is 
not fit ſt bound (having conſulted the holic ghoſt out of the bible) 
to iudg whether it be juſt or vniuſt & ſo eithet accept ot reiect the 
fame: 1 herfore ( conforme to this maxime of the Bibliſts ) all ec- 
clefialticall juriſdiction, yea the whole church of Chriſt becom- 
meth ſubiect to the boyſterous & bridles luſt & ignorance of all 
Chriſtians how wicked ſoeuet they be, who vnder pretence of an 
inward annointment wherby ech od boaſteth himſelf to be 
taught by the holy ghoſt out of che ſcriptures, haue libertie to 
ſow the world with herefies & diſtemper all realmes & common 
vealths with debares, ſtrifes, factions & ciuil warts. 
Pro ofe. 
Irſt, becauſe there is no Bibliſt in the world, which doth. not 
a'tach of herefic innumerable other Bibliſts w ho varie from 
him. So one Lutheran auoucheth al Puriras, Huſſites, Ancbaptiſts, 
Arrians, & Proteſtants, to ert in faith: & deteſteth them for here - 
ticks, neither doe the Lutherans conlent amoung themſclues in 
matters of faith but theſe differ fro thoſe, ſo that there is welnigh 
as many opiniõs of faith amoung them, as their be btaines to con- 
ceiue them, and yet ech Bibliſt be he Huſſite, Lutheran, Puritan, 
Anabaptiſt, ProteſtanrFArrian &c. doth verilic perſwade himſelf 
that the is taught by the holie ghoſt out of the Bible. 
. 1Secondlie, becauſe it many tymes faleth out that many of theſe 
Biblits who oſtẽ doe call vpon & conſul the holy ghoſt out of the 
| ſcriptute 
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criptuce at diuers tymes gather contradiQorie articles of faith out 
of the (aid ſcripture & ſweare that they were ſo taught by the holy 
ghoſt: How many Bibliſt miniſters haue they, who a yeare betore, 
caying & conſulting the holy ghoſt out of the ſcripture, have pu- 
bliquely taught, ãd vtit, that Bishops were the limms of Antichrit 
but this yeate — a fart bishop-prick offred them, they raing 
& conſulting the holy ghoſt out of the ſcripture, find that the ho- 
ly ghoſt inſpireth them to accept that dignitie with, the teuene ves 
& that Bishops ate conforme to the texts of his bible? Others 
praying & conſulting the holy ghoſt out of bis Bible; haue dared 
to preach & vtite, that to weare a ſyrpliſſ. were to coufotme om 
ſelfe to the beaſt, & put on a remnant of Antichriſt, as alſo to te- 
ceaue the communion kneeling were to commit idolatry;& this 
as fro the holy ghoſt but ſome months, or a yeare afiet, frighted 
ei thet wich the lav, or aluted with reward conſultinge the ſaid 
holie ghoſt out of his Bible, he ma keth no ſcruple bot h to weare 
afjcplif & receiue the communion kneeling & this by inſpira» 
tion of the holy ghoſt w home he auowed a while a goe, ro — 
forbidden the lame, as monſtrous idolatrie. Therfore he who 
ſubiecteth all eccle fiafticall ruriſdiation, to this annointt ent & 
inſpication of the ſpitit, vher with &h Bibliſt doth boaſt himſelf 
that he is taught by the holy ghoſt, doth expoſe the ſaid cecleſia- 
ſticall iuriſdiction & allo the whole church of Chriſt, to the boy · 
ſterous luſt & ignorance of all leude & miſcreave Chtiſſ ans, to 
ſtaine the ſame vith heteſies as they pleaſe. The like may be aled - 
ged of Politicall iut iſdiction which by this principal of Bibliſts 
doctrine is expoſed to all the ieopardie of tumultuous broyles 
& ciuill warrs. 
The Seuenth conſequence. 
A Ll eecleſiaſtic all iutiſdiction, yea the whole church of Chriſt 
becommeth ſubiect to the rageing luſt & ignorance of all 
miſcreant Chriſtians.who vnder the pretext of an inward annoint. 
ment, wherwith ech one boaſteth himfelf ro be taught by the 
holy ghoſt out of the ſcript ute, may intraguce into the church of 
God, what peruetſe hereſies & broyles hee pleaſeth. Therfore by 
ſuch a rule of beleefe as the Bibliſts ha ue deviſed, the whole 
church of Chriſt aſſembled together is neceſſarilie a confuſed 
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toute of mad bedlame fellowes, amonrg s home there is no 


order at all, but an cueclailing horror inhabiteth, | 
: f Procfe, | 

He effect prooueth v hat is laid, forthat companie of Chri- 

ſtians which is only thronged togethet & compacted into one 
boddie through this inward anno nt ent of the holy ghoſt only. 
which ech Bbliſt pteſumeth of h mſelf to haue, hath no vnitie of 
faith, in it (elf, no conſtancie of faith in his members, no iurifdi- 
dio n, nor vocatien nor ſucceſsion of ecele ſiaſtical miniſters, bur 
only in all & ech of them this inward annointment domineereth 
by which euety one vaunte:h himſelf to haue the holy ghoſt for 
his tutor. 
Cõſidete well the true ſpirirrof all the Bibliſts&rhou will find the 
minced into many diffetente iarcing leds of Lutherans, Calui- 
niſts, Anabapriſts, &c, ech of which are againe shreded into 
wore (es ih there be dayes in the yeares, yea welnigh they haue 
amoung them as manie belefes as men, & as the tymes & ſcaſons 
change ſo they change cheir faiths, as if religion were but a ſpore 
& paſtime, See if they can (pic our amoung the a ſupreme iuriſdi- 
Aion of teaching the word of God, of adminiſtring Sacraments of 
ordering eccleſiaſtical miniſters, of iudging eccleſiaſticall cauſes, 
& you will ſcatſe find any shadow there of, but all things amoun 
them ate expoſed to this intet nall annointment of the holy ghoſt 
which ech of them boaſteth for to haue. Nor doth it pretudice 
this conſequence, that in manie places we behold the companies 
of theſe Bibliſts veric quiet & in ſome order amoung themlclues, 
u Lutherans in Saxomie, & Proteſtants in England, for this pto- 
ceederh, becauſe that the promiſcuous multitude of Bibliiis in 
theſe places, giue credit to theire miniſters, or bee conſtrained ro 
keepe quarter by the Auguſtane Confeſſion, or by the ſtatutes of 
aparliament, which none for feare of punishment date openly 
call in doubt, & for this cauſe, there be vetie few, who conlulting 
the holy ghoſt out of the ſcriprure, haue courage to cenſure 
whether the docttines propounded them to beleeue by miniſters, 
or by the Auguſtane Confeſſion, or by the ſtatutes of a patlia- 
went, doe cohere with the word of God, or diſagree from the 
lame, They had rathgs incurr guiltienes of conſcience, then a, 
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rœ munite. But indeed to bee plaine, while theſe Bibliſts, not 
fit conſulting the holy ghoſt out of theic Bible, doe owt of ae 
gligence or feare, giue creditza@theire parſons, or to parliament 
edicts or ſuch like — matters of faithtt is impoſ« 
fible for them to haue any trae faith, in regard they found theic 
faith vpon them,who may errin faith, for miniſters, Bishops Par< 
lia ments, congregations, generall councels all may ett in faith all, 
be deceiued & deceiac according to the Bibliſts rule. yet in thoſe 
place, where this inward annointment hath free vttrance, and the 
priuate ſpirit domincererh, all things in religion be tutned vpſide 
downe all diſquieted & quite put out of order, & ſo much the 
more as the witts of thoſe Bibliſts, which conſult the holy ghoſt 
out of che ſcripture, are more fubtile & eminent, which is 5 ap- 
parant by daylic ptactiſe, that to god about to proouc the ſame 
were to light a candell at mid day. 


THE SIXT CHAPTER. 


Other neceſſarie conſequences be deduced, v uvhence vue 
may gather vvhat a manner of church the church 
of Chriſt vvas from the Apoſtles tymes to our 
dayes, if u bee cenſured as the Biblifts rule 
of beleefe doth ſett doune. 


8 VCH ( certes as I haue deciplered ) muſt the congte- 

2 of Chriſtians be, who make one body of a church 
as the Bibliſts rule of beleefe doth ſett doune. Now it reſterh to 
deduce other conſequences our of the ſame rule of beleefe, werby 
ir may appeate what a faſshioned church (according to their cule) 
was the church of Chriſt, from the Apoſtles age downwards euen 
to Luthers teuolt, 8 the rule of ſaccelvion, fo many 


ages euen to our dayes are {pred al the world ouer, ſurely we m 
be compelled ro deduce rherout moſt horrible & fearfull con- 
ſequenees, & ſuch as would fright a man to reade them. 


The | 
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The firſt conſequence. 7 


A councells as well generale as nationall, yea approucd & 
confirmed by the Bishop of Roome may ert in faith; & ech 
Chniſtian is bound vndet the paine of ciernall damnation before 
ſuch tyme as he giue credit to any of thoſe generall councels, to 
conſult the holy ghoſt out of the ſcriptutes & (o to iudg bet - 
her that they doe agtee to the word of Cod ot diſagtee frem the 

lame. Therfore all genetall councels in what manner ſoeuet they 

baue beene celebrated in the church of God, haue vſurped & pta- 

Qiſed moſt deteſtable ryranic ouer the whole ——. of Chiuſt 

| contrary to the word of God, Becauſe theſe generall councels did 

not only excommunicate, but alſo bythe helpe of ſecular power 

did condemne & put to death thoſe Bibliſts, who coalulting 

the holie ghoſt out of the (criprures dared to denie or call in doubt 

the decrees of the (aid councel which concerned marters of faith; 

Alſo they mooued cruell & bloodie wars againſt thoſe princes, 

kings, & Emperors,who dared to gaine ſay the doctt ine of thoſe 

councels in matters of faith. See the cuncell of Nice ann. 325. in 

which Arrius was condemned, who out ofthe holie ſcriprures 

as hee ſayd denied the diuinitie of Chriſt. 

See the councel of Conſtantinople an. 383 in which Macedo-— 
nius was condemned, who out of the Bible denied the diuinitie of 
the holy ghoſt. 

See the firſt councel of Epheſus an. 434. in which Neſtorius 
of Conſtantinòple was condemned, who out of the Bible did af- 
irme that there was 1 perſons in Chriſt, x 

See the firſt councell of Calcedon Th. 454- in which Eutyches 
the Archimandrite, was condemned of heteſie. who out of the 
ſcriptures ſayd that the images of Chiifſt & his Saints, were 
not to be honored. Neither did they codemne one or two, but an 
innumetable number of Chriſtians, who followed thoſe here- 
late hs, nor vers they of the vulgar ſort, but a manie of them 
vere Bishops, Archbishops, Patriarchs,yes Princes, kings, Empe- 
tots, all which thoſe fathers of the councel did withqut any dread 
condemne for herericks in the name of Chriſt, and pronouncing 
an Anathema vpon them cutt them, quite of from the church of 


Chriſt, 


Both tyme & leiſure would faile mee, if | should goe about to 
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— 2 VP, all generall counſels, & to shew yt 2 perpetuall pra- 
ctiſe & rule of the church of Chriſt, that Genc tall counſels shugld 
decide matters of faith, & declare to all Chriſtians What they were 
bound to belecue, & what not to beleeue, condemning all & ech 
that darſt be ſo boald as to gaine - ſay them or with ſtand their 
decrees, 

Now if thoſe fathers of generall counſels had non ſuch tight 
to doe This ; fiiſt at generall counſels hether to celebrated in the 
church of Chriſt erred in faith, then th-y alwayes ptactiſed a 
moſt violent & exectable tyrannie euer all the flock of Chtiſt in 
vſurping an vniuſt juriſdiction by force & might ; & in condem- 
ning & (cofting at this annointment of the {piric of God ,which 
ech Bibliſt prelumeth for to haue & to be inwardly taught by 
the ſaid ſpitit out of che ſctiptures. | 

The Second conſequence. 
A Ll genetall councels in what manner {>euer they were ce- 
lebtated in the church of Gol exerciſed a deteſtibletyra- 
nie ouer all the whole church of God contrary to the Bible(ac- 
cording to the Bibliſts rule. Therfore all heteſies that euet were 
condemned by generall councels be heerby caled into doubt 
whether that they were iuſtly condemned or nor. 


Proofe. 


B Ecauſe that thoſe generall councels had no right to codemne 
any doctrine, but that office appatteined to ech Chriſtian, 
as alſo (conſulting the holy ghoſt out of the bible) to examin 
euen the decrees of genetall councels themſelues. And therfore 

the ſentence of thoſe councels which condemned hereticks in 

this teſpect, was vniuſt becauſe it was vtted by thoſe who had 

no right nor juriſdiction to doe it, for that ſentence, did by di- 
vine right appetteine to the cenſure of the holy ghoſt, who teſy- 
ding in the mind of ech Bibliſts,as aiudg firting on a bench doth 

by meanes of the Bible giue ſentence out of there mouths about 

the doctrines of inen. Bur to the end that the Bibliſts may by ſome 
mal conicure petceiue how many monſtrous heteſies would 
reuiue againe in this charch if this there rule of beleefe were a- 
uaylable, I will only mention at this tyme a certaine decree made 
inthe yeare 494. la the firſt Roman councell ynder Pope Gels 
uſius the firſt, 2 


Theſe 
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"Theſe & all ſuch like hereſies we condemne, which were taught 
by Symon Magus, Nicolaus, Getinthus, Marcion, Baſilides, Ebion, 
Paulus Samoſatenus, Protinus, Bonoſus, with otherswho infected 
with ſuch like errors fe fir6 he church, we alſo condemne Mon- 
tanus with his impure followers, Apolinard, Val:ntinus or Ma- 
nicheus, Fauſtas, Aﬀricanas, Fabellius, Acrius Macedonius, Euno- 
minus, Nouatus, Sabbatius Czleſti?, Donatus, Euſtzkius, lovinia - 
nus, lullanus, Gelinẽſis, Celeſtinus, Maxim', Priſcilianus of Spaine, 
Neſtorius of Conſtantinople, Lampetius, Dioſcotus, Eutyches; 
Both the Peeters wherof one defiled the church of Antioch with 
herefies,the other the church of Alexandria, Acatius of Conſtanri- 
nople with his conforts, and all other hereticks & there diſciples 
together with ſciſmaticks, with whatſocuertthey haue taught & 
writt, as alſo thoſe here:icks whoſe names be not regiſtred, which 
we command to be not only teiected but alſo taſed our for ever 
by every Cathohque Apoſtolique & Roman church, whom with 
al their followers we acknowledg to be cuerlaſtingly codemned 
ynder the ban i of an anatheme neuer to be looſed. I hus Pope 
Gelaſius with the fathers of that councell. 
The Third conſequence. 
N O eccleſiaſtical iutiſdiction is extant weither of Preaching 
the word of God, nor of adminiſtring Sacraments, which ech 

Chriſtian (ere he ſubmitt himſelf to that iutiſdict on) is not bound 
in conſcience firſt to conſult the holy ghoſt our of the ſcripture, & 
ſo indg whether the ſaid iuri{d1Qion be juſt to which they may 
ſubmicc rhemſclues , or els vniuſt whoſe yoacke they may shake 
of,Therfore cuen from the Apaſtles tymes to our dayes, no true 
publique worship of God was extant & p tactiſed in the church 
of God. Proofe. 

Oc'that worship of God which hath hetherto beene publi- 

quely ptactiſed in the church of God as wel concerning the 
preaching of the word, as the adminiſtrarion of Sactamẽts & other 
publique eccleſiaſtical) rites apperreining to religion, or the pietie 
of the faithfull cowards God, was alwayes decided & gouerned 
by the Rishops & Paſtors of che church, but eſpecialy & 2 aly 
by rhe farhers th ir were aſſembled in generall c6cels with an viur- 
pation of a ſupreme power ouet all Chriſtian beleeuets, which (if 
conforme to the rule of the Bibliſts)ir be a moſt dereſtable rycannie 


conttatie to the $ord of Cod, no do ubt alſo but ſuch «manner of 


1 


. 


worshipp wherwith God was ſerued was execrable & deteſt 
Nor is it enough ro oppoſe this conſequence, ro auett, 


many Bibliſts lined in euety age who deteſted that tyrannicall do 


minion,for I graunt this; Theſe men I lay, were they, whome (as 


I aboue mentioned) ſo many generall councells condemned or 


hereticks, which if the Biblifts would haue to apperteine to there 
church, lett them looke,with what conſcience or colour they can 


approoue theire herefies, when as it is moſt certaine,that in do@ri> * 


ne of faith, they did extreamely diſagree from the beleefes which 
the Bibliſts that be now a dayes doe old & ptofeſl. 
The Fourih conſequence. 
A Ll generall councels in what mannet ſoeuet they werecele- 
brated in the church of Chriſt, exerciſed a ryrannicall domi- 
niõ ouer the whole church of Chriſt, cõtraty to the word of God, 
neither was there euet extit in the world fince the Apoſtles dayes 
any true publique worship & ſetuice of God. Therfore the true 
church of Chriſt, euen from the Apoſtles tymes, to theſe of ours, 
lay hid, lurking in inuipblenes being vnknoven both to herſelf 
& the world. Proofc. 
Or that aſſembly of Chriſtians which from the Apoſtles dayes 
downwards to out tyme, was moſt conſpicuous to the world 
worshiped & ſerued God ( either deceived or compelled to doe 
ſo) with a deteſtable tyrannye of Bishops that the oucrſwaied the 
church (as Bibliſts ſay) and thoſe only which refuſed this theirty+ 
rannie were diuided into innumerable ſets, diſſenting from ech 
others in eſle ntiall matters of faith, & which by lilte & blre were 
redaced to nothing; Therfore leſt we be compelled ro ſay. That 
Chiſt for ſo long time had no church arall in the world either wee 
muſt be forced to ſay, that the ſame was rhe church of Chriſt, ot el 
for want of bettet reaſon, auouch an abſurditie & ſay, that the 
church, was all chat while vnRknOwẽ both to it ſelf & rhe world, & 
lay bid lur king in inuifiblenes; as many Bibliſts doe not ſlick to 
auouch & impudently blabber. a 


THE SEVENTH CHAPTER 
The concluſion of the Author. 
Nd thus far , (Bibliſt my freind) I haue goe on to (ett 
doune thoſe ablurdities, hw 19 out of thy cule of be 


leefe, & which cach one may with caſe deduce as later aback © 
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fi char fright 
be brided & this by a more learned aunſwer if thou cauſt, Which 
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*. 
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haue paſt by many more difficile, but noleſſ true; Now I wonld 


have — — & conſcience ſake, to free this thy rule, 
impictic,& phtenſie, with which it ſeemeth to 


Ithiake will be ao ſmal paines to doe; & which I doe deeme can 
be done by no other meanes, then eithet by a flare denial of thine 


one antecedents, ot of my conſequences, both which will be 
ſovle enough. Bur leſt thou deteine thy ſelfe in thine anſwer, It is 


nota mill, Iadmonish thee, that I hauc laboured whole 26. yeares 
about che ſtudic of the bible, & haue euet ſought to finde & ſpie out 
the truth with a moſt ſinceate & ſpotles intention of mind, & to 


this end euen from my childhood fotſooke my father, my mother 
Call the ſnares, and allurements of my tempotall commodities 


which I might haue enioyed in the world, & loading on wy shoul- 
lers a fore heau ie cxoſſ haue thus followed Chriſt ; & yet neuer 
heles I haue hetherto eſteemed & iudged out of holy vtitt, that 
the authoritie of the holy church concerning matters of faith is 
infallible. But now; shoulde Il admire a diffrent rule of beleefe, to 


vitt, that of thine, I perceiue full well, whar diftculties Would 


enſew ther vpon, which ate the ſame meationed by me, to which I 
demaund of thee a ſatisfactorie teply, though I ſcatſe can imagine 


hat meanes chow haſt to performe the ſame, except thow wile 


r{ſwade me to turne about like a mil-hors from the ſpirit, to 
the Bible, & from the Bible, to the ſpitit, in a petpetuall circle; for 
if thou cemicr me to praire & the inward annointment of the holy 
ghoſt, or to ſome ſacred ſctiptutes, or gloſſes which thou or thy 
compannions make vpon the Bibles text; freind Bibliſt l would 
laue thee not to forget, that thow beleeueſt both thy (elf, and al 
thy comarades to be prone to errors in matters of faith, & may 


{ flatly err,& thetfote in this importance buſines of faith, I neither 


ought not can in conſcience giue credit vnto thee orthine; Nor 
canſt tho w gather,(if aftet that [ baue examined & cyfred thy ſen - 
tence about mattets of faith euet out of the bible) that the eies of 
my mind bee dimme4 & can not fee ſo cleete asthine, becauſe l 
haue not prayed & implored che aſſiſtance of the holy ghoſt, for l 
would hiue thee kno , that for the (pace of theſe 26. yeares, the 


3s part & more of ech natutall day hath beene by mee, (peatin 
viuchings & ptaytes, ſeruinge God nightòc day. But should I giae, 


which | 
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33 whick cannot be graunted, that the ch urch may faile, & 
* - Irfelf with errors, & therfore the aut hotitie of the (ame 
be renounced : ncuertheles I fee no reaſon wherfore I hi 
2 -prelſenely fobmir ro your opinion, & ſubſctibe to that pris 
tit by which you boaſt your felues to be inwatdly inſpig 
taught : yea rather in this caſe I should doubt whether 
ſeripture you follow were ted or not, for hetherto ( 
Auguſtin) I bad not beleeued the ſcriptures, had not the 
tie of the church mooued mee: But to faine, that the holy 
forlooke the whole church of Chriſt ſo many ages, & is vnl 
ſiſtant to me a vile ſinnet that I only may not ray fromthe 
where all cuncels & fathers, and Churches erred not rashhe 
ſarmiſe,fredne Bibliſt, but prudently abborte & denyc.& ee 
it a more then Luciferian arrogice in ama, to ſou aunt him i 
#ho6uld1 lect this paſſ as thow wouldeſt haue it, that is that 
of belcefe is both (õſonãt to the ſcriptuted & the inward an 
men of the ſpirit, what thinkeſt chow may bee viged in th 
This at leaſſ that vnleſſ tho freeſt the ſame ſiõ the infaque wh 
it hath incurred for the aboue deduced cõſequences, i muſſ h 
ced to aſſitme, that the Bible is not ſacred but profane, yourh 
not holie, but hollow, your Chriſt not à Sauiout, but 3 (edue 


* 


any man of 2 ſound iudgement can cenſure otherwi'e. Whi 
except you in ſuch ſort ſliat my conſequences, that they can pe 
able to follow the antecedents at the heeles, etthet ( freind By 
you'muſt againe tetoutne to the authoritic of che Church v 
you are departed, or (quod ahſit) quite turne from Chriſt, 
you wel, and ſee vhetto this your ſpitit aimeth with you: Go 


lult ſo carefully, 


